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Abstract. Focus of this study to explain the importance of socio-technical aspects in the design 
and implementation of Knowledge Management Systems (KMS). This study was motivated by 
many failures in the KMS implementation and lack of research in the associated fields between 
the studies of socio-techno with KMS. The purpose of this study was to find factors in the socio 
and technical implementation of KMS in a state-owned company. The research method applied 
in the study is using an interpretative approach by conducting interviews, document review, 
focus group discussion (FGD) directly to end users. By knowing the Socio-Technical aspects, 
results of the studyexpected to be able to provide input for planning and to increase the success 
of knowledge management system implementation. 
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1. Introduction 

In the era of knowledge economy, the challenges to be faced by companies that want to win in the 
competition is collaboration, innovation, adaptation, technology, markets, and management of 
corporate intellectual assets [1]. From observation, the current implementation of KMS is a critical 
factor affecting the level of competition of an industry. In general, a KMS within the company is 
believed to be able to create competitive advantage, efficiency, and value added in the face of 
competition. However, on the other side was the experience of many obstacles and failures so that it 
also puts inefficiency in time, thought, energy and resources in company (finance, human resources, 
and infrastructure). The importance of planning is one critical key to successful implementation of 
KMS in an enterprise. approaching in socio-technical can be considered as factor in planning and 
implementing  a KMS. Therefore, the research topic is divided into two reasons (general and spesific). 
General reasons, including the trend of organizations in implementing the KMS, the increase in users 
within the organization. The specific reasons,  include the results of international conferences (I-
Know) in 2010 in which the authors are able to indentify the state of art of knowledge management 
(KM) and knowledge management system (KMS) research.  

 

In order to be able to design strategies of a holistic KMS, it  needs to know the specific, concrete 
problems, and needs analysis.  That will eventually become the most relevant inputs and appropriate in 
planning and implementing KMS. The majority of experts agree that most KM projects within the 
company involving IT [2]. This opinion is strengthened by the observation of 31 cases of KMS 
projects. The implementation of KMS translated in various IT projects that include knowledge 
repositories, databases, groupware, learning directory, arrchitecture information technology, hardware, 
communications, interface, software, user support, IT Support [3], collaborative tools, content 
management and business intelligence [4]. IT KM tools for global companies are as follows: portal, 
business intelligence, data warehouse, document management, intelligent. On the other hand,there are 
skeptical opinions regarding the application of IT in emerging KMS [5].  The other opinon said the 
business of technology is the easy one and , difficult is to change the culture and people. IT cannot 
only make KM more effective than, but also provide inspiration for a new approach towards the 
implementation of KMS in the company. Because if relying on the technology has the potential to 
mislead the managers of KM. From that point of view, that both of KMS and IT are not fully 
integrated is shown from the company’s KM vision that can not be translated into IT. Regarding to 
these findings, it can be viewed that the implementation of KMS is considered to be able to 
accomodate all perspectives of human resources, processes, and technologies from the strategic 
middle, and operational level. 
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From the above issues, the focus of this study aimed to explore socio technical factors in the 
implementation of a knowledge management system in state-owned electricity company. 

This study begins by conducting fact finding by using a soft systems methodology in the state-
owned power company. The results of fact finding is analyzed into the picture and made rich matrix 
between socio and technical aspects so that problems that occur can be precisely mapped. 

Limitation of this study was not all top management involved in the process of collecting data so 
that researcher couldn’t capture the overall problem and the expectations of top management. 
 
2. Literature Review 
 

To explain the role of the socio-technical aspects, the authors use some theoretical 
understanding of several aspects related to  the concept of KM, KMS, IS/IT Project, KMS 
Project, and socio-technical aspects,. 
A. Study of KM, KMS, IS/IT Project and KMS Project 

KM in an organization arises when the organization's members share their knowledge, 
whether in the form of tacit knowledge or explicit knowledge. The implementation of KM 
not only gives benefits to the organization, but also to individuals who are part of the 
organization. The advantages perceived by employees are  an increase in competence (skill) 
and have experience in working together and sharing knowledge and learning processes 
occured among employees, so that employees can improve personal performance making it 
possible to have a better career progression. At the level of public organizations, KM 
provides important benefits, such as  improving organizational performance, by having 
direct access to knowledge, making decisions with better quality, having shorter process, 
reducing repetition of work, increasing innovation, having higher data integrity and better 
collaboration [6]. In other words, for the public sector, KM can reduce operational costs and 
improve customer service. Along with the developments of KM, information technology 
(IT) tools are instruments to help the creation of KM, in term of  discovering process, 
capturing, sharing, storing, and retrieving. This role is called a knowledge management 
system (KMS) [4]. In  the development of KMS, the IT concept for the KMS is extended as 
a system of ICT (Information and Communication Technology) which supports the creation, 
development, identification, capture, acquisition, selection, assessment, organization, 
linking, structure, formalization, visualization, distribution, storage , maintenance, repair, 
evolution, accessing, retrieval, and application of knowledge. Aspect of IT becomes an 
important factor in the implementation of KM for several reasons such as IT can improve the 
performance of the knowledge workers, organizational performance with the new business 
processes, and performance with effective interorganizational knowledge networks in 
organizations [7]. However, from the variety offered by IT, in fact the implementation of IT 
project (included KMS) has a lot of failures. The survey from The Standish Group, found  
that the  success in IS / IT projects was due to factors of user involvement, executive 
management support, and clarity of the demand needs. On the other hand, the lack of user 
involvement as well as the incomplete and vague demand were the main factors that caused 
the IS / IT projects cancelled before it could be completed [8].   
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Tabel 1. Success and failure in the IS/IT Project 

No Success Criteria % No Failures were due to %
1 User Involvement 16 1 Lack of user input 13 
2 Executive Support 14 2 Incomplete requirements 12 
3 Clearly stated requirements 13 3 Changing requirements 12 
4 Proper planning 10 4 Lack of executive support 7 
5 Realistic expectations 8 5 Technology incompetence 7 
6 Smaller project milestones 8 6 Lack of resources 6 
7 Competent Staff 7 7 Unrealistic expectations 6 
8 Ownership 5 8 Unclear Objectives 5 
9 Clear vision and objectives 3 9 Unrealistic time frames 4 
10 Hard working, focused staff,  2 10 New technology 4 
11 others 14 11 Other 23 

The further investigation of the survey results, it can be concluded that the success in the 
implementation of IS / IT Project were due to some factors such as people (39%), process (31%), 
organizations (14%), and others (14%), while the failures were caused by process factors (39%), 
people (21%), technology (11%), organizations (6%), and others (23%). This result reveaed that 
technical factors (technology) was not a determining factor for the success of a project, otherwise non-
technical factors dominated much to the success and failure.  

The implementation of KMS, therefore,  actually presents two different point of views. Some view 
their opinion sceptically. They say that the technology is easy, the difficulty is changing the culture and 
people. The survey about the  failures of IT project occurred  in the application of KMS was done and 
kept up to date. Most failures obtained were in the survey time (delay), cost (over budget), no match 
between the delivery of output to the user requirements, and total failure. The practice of KM is the 
case today, for most employees who do not obtain the positive results as expected. It was reported that 
7% of the managers surveyed expressed their disappointment due to their KM practice. It was known 
that culture was the greatest obstacle to achieve an effective KM [9].  
B. Study of Socio-Technical Approach. 

The transition from the industrial era into the information age, not only brought the renewal to the 
presence of technology and utilization of information and knowledge for the organization, but also the 
changes to socio or social aspects. Socio technical term was first created and used in literature in 1951 
by Trist and Bamforth. The motivation to examine the socio-technical problems is to describe  other 
aspects of an organization that is a combination of social and technological sub-systems in the 
operational activities. Socio (personal and community) and technical (machinery and technology) 
factors are considered to have the same level of importance, so that  it cannot be separated when 
analyzing an organization [10].  Apart from the scope of the above factors, socio-technical aspects also 
include t devices, tools and techniques needed to perform the transformation from input to output . 
While the social aspects of the system in a broader scope of human resources (at all levels) including 
knowledge, skills, attitudes, values and other needs are brought into the organization's operational 
environment. In addition, there are also another socio element which emphasizes on  the relationship 
between social roles, including the factors of authority and legal dimensions. By looking at the 
definition, the interaction will form a condition that will lead to success or failure of the 
implementation and performance of a system. The interaction of these two aspects is to have a linear 
cause and effect relationships that interplay with each other. But paradox occurs because the 
researchers had assumed a human are unlike a machines, humans have a higher level that surpasses the 
machine and technology [11].  

Regardless to the pros and cons of socio-technical aspects, this concept was evolved and accepted 
by practitioners and researchers because it was able to describe the social aspects that occur as a result 
of the presence of technology. Socio-technical system (STS) is a social system that is designed based 
on the technical aspects. The concept of STS inserted  social requirements, human-computer 
interaction (HCI) requirements, and technical requirement itself. In everyday practice, in the company, 
the socio-technical systems use the technology that helps people to relate socially such as through 
email, social networks, blogs, facebook, knowledge exchange systems, chat rooms, and so on. 
Associated with it, what happens is rapidly evolving technologies, but social principles regarding the 
interactions between individuals do not grow as fast as technology. Socio-technical factors should be 
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able to reduce levels of inequality between social needs and the technical performance, and between 
the needs of the community and technology that answers the needs. A community will form a synergy 
of its own values that affect the successful application of a technology within the company [12].  To 
form the synergy value,  an approach is needed to design and develop the environment and individuals 
themselves. The basic principles of to design and develop the human values  including the demands of 
the job, the individual the opportunity to learn, the area in decision making, social support, 
opportunities for working for social activities and the work leading to the forward [13]. The 
relationship of the social-technical approach can be described in the classical picture below: [14]  

 

Figure 1. Classic Dimension of Social Technical  

In its development, the socio-technical approach, is now focused on the aspect that refers to the 
society, community, organization, and the group as the impacts  of the presence of technology [15].  

 

Figure 2. Development of Socio Technical Approach 

For the hardware and software aspects of the physical needs and information requirements, human 
computer interaction requires sematic, and community socio-technical requirements. All of these 
requirements will can be seen in the socio-technical requirements. From this description, it is clear that 
the application of a technology must be carefully set so that all can be covered to achieve the 
maximum rate of success. Another discussion  of socio-technical approach is related to the 
understanding of the user’s behavior of the user (users) in which whether some individuals are eager to 
try a technology, some are sceptical or even rejected, and some can only try without committing to use 
it. Several theories have been developed to be able to understand and determine the factors of IT 
usage, including one of which is the intention models (based on aspects of social psychology).  

The conclusion formulated in the exposure of the approach, is socio-technical factors are needed to 
describe an organization because socio and technical components are embedded in the overall factor.  
The factors are related to software, hardware, human-computer interaction, and socio-technical aspects 
of itself. To be able to design the socio-technical approach in accordance to the company it requires an 
analysis of the requirements in which each of the above factors is adjusted to the changing dynamics in 
the corporate environment. Therefore, socio-technical approach is widely adopted by both private 



International Journal of  
Soft Computing And Software Engineering (JSCSE)
ISSN: 2251-7545 
Vol.2,No.1, 2012 DOI: 10.7321/jscse.v2.n1.2 

18 
 

companies and government as to the application of e-government in Indonesia so that it can be seen in 
a holistic problem, impact, and proposals for further development of e-government [16]. 

C. Study of  Information System, KMS, and Socio-Technical 
The discussions starts with the information system as the parent of the disciplines related to the 

information technology, organizational, and human resources. The terminology is often used to denote 
researches in the field of IS by using some terminologies such as information management, or 
management information systems. IS research began around 1960 by some researchers to focus on the 
importance of information technology research [17]. Although the research on IS has lasted for more 
than 40 years but the focus of the research is still maintained in IS development [18]. Other IS research 
topics are related to the explanation of models, frameworks, and approaches that promote IT. The 
models, frameworks, and approaches used are used for identying  the importance of IT strategy and the 
position of IT itself [19]. The research conducted in the field of IS covers as in the six points: the 
system view, socio technical view, political view, actor-based view, the network approach and 
multilevel approach.  

The research in the field of KM, which is a part of the IS research as a scientific discipline, 
conducts  more on the parent process, development, and implementation of KM. So, the question of 
whether KM is important or not for the company is no longer debatable. Even though the popularity of 
KM has been more widely promoted and recognized, in fact only some part of the company that can 
actually implement it properly and get feel the benefits from the implementation of KM . In other 
words, significantly the ideas about KM are failure [20].  This is because the implementation of KM 
does not only involve some of the elements of the company, but also involves all elements such as 
technology infrastructure, people, process, organization, change management as the culture and 
management of knowledge types that vary in the company. The company will face a lot of  troubles if 
they do not understand about the aspects consists in KM. The implemenation of KM is is considered 
as an issue to be studied and explored due to the forming elements in the company. From the results of 
IS and KMS researches, it is known that both of them have their respective research areas. The 
research on the socio-technical aspects is more related to the general technology in general in both 
hardware and software, or to the relationship between human being and computers. Associated to KM, 
the International Conference E-Know 2009 stated that an increase in the use of the global KMS, 
emerged the community of practice (CoP), the factor of leadership, alignment, culture, and IT 
Governance key to the successful implementation of KMS, as well as challenges in the process of KM 
such as  identifying, creating, storing, sharing and using. Therefore, the research in socio-technical 
aspects for KMS has not been explored more depthly.  The review of epistemology, explain that the 
socio-technical aspects of KMS are divided into  three categories:  
1) Cognitivism: A perspecitive forms the                                                                                        

machine. It Assumes that knowledge with data, and information is considered as an abstract and a 
specific task and is directly targeted to solve a problem [21]. 

2) Connectionism: Connectionism views the process information as a basic activity of knowledge 
management initiative. Connectionism focuses on information and communication technology 
(ICT) as a tool that is designed in the community for  sharing and interpreting [22] .  

3) Autopoiesis: Autopoiesis considers  knowledge as a social construction, being context sensitive, 
and being dependent on history. ICT is regarded as a communication tool to identify individuals 
then to be transferred through the interpretative personalisation strategy [21]. 

The explanation and discussion in the literature review show that this study gives a contribution to 
reserchers by complementing the existing theories. The conclusions made up from the literature review 
can be formulated as follows: 
1) Reviews about trends, phenomena, and issues regarding to the Socio-tehnical aspects and KMS, 

provides an affirmation that the causes of success and failure in the implementation of IS / IT and 
KMS projects are caused by some factors: human being, processes, and organization. 
Technological factors themselves that do not contribute significantly to the success of IS / IT 
projects are not taken into account.  

2) The study of the research, ensure the foundations that this study does have a close connection with 
the previous researches. The research on IS, promotes the socio-technical aspects of a subject in 
itself. While KMS Research emphasizes the implementation framework. 

3) This research tries to combine the socio-technical aspects of KMS  implementation of the KMS that 
can address challenges associated with KM and KMS in the enterprise. 
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3. Result and Discussion 
 

To  verify  the important role of socio-technical aspects in the implementation of KMS, a test was 
given to a state-owned company which is PT PLN. PT PLN was declared officially about KM within 
the company in 1998, but the new application was operated in 2000. Until now there have been 
constraints that hamper its speed in implementing at KM. To identify problems occurred in the 
implementation of KM in PT PLN, several stages of data collection, analysis, creating of  rich picture, 
and conclusions were conducted. 
D. Collecting data 

There were several methods for collecting data applied in this study, i.e.,  document review, focus 
group discussion (FGD), interviews, observation, and questionnaires that were addressed to the top 
management, mid manager, and staff(operation). 

Figure 3. Method for collecting data 

In the process of collecting data, the researchers made three groups for mapping the main issues, 
namely: current situations, problems that are currently occur and the expectation of the users. After all 
the data were obtained, each of the data  was validated to ensure that the data were acurate and valid. 
E. Analysis  and Result 
After collecting data, the next steps was examining the current KMS implementation in PT PLN. The 
Socio and technological aspects were identified and categorized based on the subjects actors in the 
company:  The Board of Director, Mid Manager, operational staff  (junior in project team), head 
office, Unit, operational staff, technical division (Research center), customer service, and customer. 
The following table shows the social and technical aspects that were identified. 
 

Tabel 2. The socio and technical aspects indentified 
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NO  AC T O RS  DE S C RI P T IO N  &  
IN T E RA CT I O N P RO B L E M S  I N S O C IO  AS P E CT  P RO B L E M S I N T E CH N IC AL  

A S P E CT  
1 B oa rd  of  

D ir ecto rs / 
S eni or  
E xper ts  

B o ard of Di rect or (B O D) 
o f P T.  P LN,  t ha t  re la t ed 
fo r  ma ki ng  p ol i cy , 
co m m it m en t w it h 
k no wl ed ge  sh a rin g 
m ed i a.   

1.  E nf or cemen t an d go ver nan ce for ro a dm ap
an d  KM  p lan ni ng  has  n ot  been  exp ress l y or 
e s tab li sh ed yet . 

2.  Im p lem en ta t i on KM  not  c ro ss  fun c ti on a l 
(d epart em ent ). 

3.  L im i te d s co pe  an d u nd erst and in g for 
k no wl edg e s ha ri ng  wi th in g dep artem en t. 

-

2 M id  
M an ag ers /S e
n io r Exp er ts / 
Pr o jec t  
L ea der s 

M id M an ager of P T . 
P L N,  t h at  re la t ed t o 
i m p lem ent i ng  an d 
co ord in ati n g  w it hi n 
kn o wl edg e  s h ar in g
act i vi ti es  an d me di a.  

4.  C o ord in ati on  and  s ha ri ng  a re o ft en
con s tra i ned  i f th e  m an ager o r l eade r i s no
o ut si de  du ti e s. 

5.  P re fe rs  S harin g i nform al l y an d un s ch ed ul e
(n o m echan is m ). 

6.  In e ffect i ve  com m u ni ca ti on  u p an d dow n
d uri ng  t he  m o rni n g b rie fi ng . 

7.  T he  pro cess  o f m ent ori n g an d coachi n g i s
d on e  in form al l y, m os t l y un it s  can n ot  be
s ha red ., An d not  h avi ng  th e  p roced ure . 

8.  In form al  coord i na t io n i s m ore o ft en
d i scus se d one  on  o ne  i ns tead  of vi a  t h e
P o rta l .

-

3 O per at io na l 
S ta ff s/ Jun io r 
S ta ff s/ Pr oj ec
t Tea m 

T he  e m plo yees of P T .
P L N w ork in g i n
o pera ti ona l bu si nes s 
p roces se s. T hey in t e rac t
d i re ct l y i n  t he  m ed ia
k no wl ed ge  s ha ri ng . 

9. C afe for d is cus s io n and  sh a rin g h as n ot 
m ax i mu m  ye t  an d p urp use  of ca fe  ha s n ot 
s oc i a li zed we l l. 

10 . D ocum e nt a ti on  i s st il l weak  i n eve ry
d i scus si on . 

11 . D yn am ics  o f h ig h em pl oym en t  an d o ver
t i m e s o th e re  is  n o t im e  for k no wl edge
s hari n g

1. P ort a ls K M C oP is  di ff icu lt t o
us e. 

2. E -m ail  facil it ie s  a re  l acki ng  
m axi m i ze d 

4 P LN  H ead  
O ffi ce  

T he  head  of fi ce o f P T .
P L N.  C ons ol i dat ed d a ta
o f a ll  un it s an d t he  
m an u fact u ri n g h ub  of t he  
n ew s ys tem  o r s yst em  
ch ang es or n ew po li c ie s

- 3. S IM KP and S M U K q ui te  h e lp ful
bu t no t opt i mal . 

4. N ot  ye t  i nt egra t ed a l l th e 
app li ca ti on s so  th a t in form ati on  
re tri eva l  i s s ti ll  l on g. 

5 U ni t - P LN N at io na l ly U ni t offi ce  of  
P T . P LN, t ha t  in te rac t ed 
w it h po rta l  KM S.

12 . E go se ct ora l an d rei nven ti ng t he w h ee l . 5. In fras tru ctu re  for i nt e rne t  and  
secu rit y i s su ed fo r C oP  on li ne . 

6 S ta ff
op era t io na l  

O per at io n st a ff of  P T . 
P L N fo r d a i ly acti vi tes . 

6 . En gi neer fie l d did  n ot ge t  t o s ha re 
it  b y w rit i ng a ll  th e  t echni ca l 
exp erien ce an d p rob lem s .

7 T echn ical  
D iv is io n 
(L it B ang ) 

R es ea rch C e nt er P T. 
P L N,  th a t s up po rt 
cu st o mer ser v ice / he l p 
d esk  d an  op rati on a l s taf  
w ho  n eed  t oo ls ,
d oc um en t ati o n, an d 
t echn i cal  g ui dan ce . 

- 7. He l p des k s ys tem  h as no t o pt im al  
ye t   b ecaus e  rep ea tab le  p roces s.  

8. L im it ed cap ac i ty  i n E-m ai l an d 
ne t w ork ban dw it h.   

8 C u st om er 
S ervi ce 

C u s tom e r R e la t io ns hi p 
cen te r/  C a l l 
C en ter/ C om p la in  C ent e r, 
t h at  i nt e rac ted  w it h 
cu st om er.  

- 9. C oo rdi n at io n vi a e -m ail  can  a ls o 
be  do ne e ve ry day,  b ut  for t h e  us e 
of K M  p ort a l it se l f  on ly on  a  
ce rtai n 

9 C u st om er C u s tom e r of  P T.  P LN , th t 
i n terac te d wi th  cu st om er 
s ervi ce (com p l a in  is su es).

- -

In order to illustrate the problems, a picture that connects and integrates all aspects were developed as 
follows. 
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Figure 4. Rich Picture for implementation KMS in PLN 

The result shows that there were 21 problems related to the current KMS implementation in PT PLN. 
Then, those problems were classified into two different aspects: socio and technical aspects. There 
were 12 problems consisted in the socio aspects  regarding to people, organizations, and policy; while  
the others 9 problems were classified into the technology issues. Moreover, it was found that the socio 
aspects should be incorporated in part of planning and implementating KMS. These fndings has shown 
that not only technical aspects but also the socio ones contribute to the success of KMS 
implementation. 

From strategic poin of view, the study results show that holistic planning, design, and 
implementation of KMS depend on the corporate strategy that are aligned with the KM strategies. The 
socio-technical aspects of the company could influence the corporate strategies that systematically give 
some impacts on the implementation phases. By knowing and understanding these aspects well, the 
company can determine the implementation of KM strategies more precisely and can identify the 
factors that are required in KMS,  and finally can maximize the use of KMS in the company. The 
socio-technical model in relation to the corporate strategies, KM strategies, and implementation of 
KMS  can be shown in the picture below: 

Figure 5. Holistic view of Socio-Technical Model in KM 
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4. Conclusion 
 

In conclusion, trends ini the KMS implementation  in  company shows  increase from year to year. In 
fact,  KMS implementation faced many failures,  that caused by socio and 
technical aspects  By identifying the socio-technical aspects in top management, mid manager, 
operational staff, and customers, the we will be able to find the factors which made required factors for 
designing of a KMS.

The results of this study, can be used as an input for the design within a KM framework as well as 
advanced research in the future. To include socio techincal aspects in the KM framework is expected 
to be used as a reference for state-owned enterprises to ensure the successful implementation of KM 
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